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teaser: however
open to the ligh

gfou may come, you'll see it suddenly lie
amid the woods: a farm little enough to

see or call across- cornfield, hayfield, and pasture, clear as

if remembered,

dreamed and yearned for long ago.

audience: the nostalgic; lovers of dirt, the smell of manure,

and jingles of distant cowbells.

what’s to love: thirty-eight gaﬁ
few woodcuts for nineteen do

poetry +

es in small format with a

ars? thirty-eight gaﬁes in
small format with a few woodcuts for nineteen do

ars.

TETXrSE

Wendell Berry

Aﬁeriean
1934 -

Wendell Berry is a writer, activist, and small farmer
‘whose writing sings of quintessential national values:
integrity, plain speaking, and undeniable simple truths.
A treasured voice for rural America, he was awarded
the National Humanities Medal and is an elected fellow

of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Born into a family of fifth generation farmers in
Henry County, Kentucky, he pursued his education,
traveled abroad on a Guggenheim fellowship, and
returned in his thirties to continue working the land
with his wife and two children.

He describes himself as a Christian pacifist with
strongly agrarian values, and is a fellow of Temenos
Academy, which 1s a learned society focused on
studying a wide range of faiths and spiritual beliefs.
His writing explores themes of sustainable, frugal
living and responsibility for our environment.
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teaser: Apocalypse. I'm wife; I've finished that, that other
state; Im Czar, I'm woman now, its safer so. How odd the
girl's life looks behind this soft eclipse. I think that earth
seems so to those in heaven. This being comfort, then that
?ﬁher kind was pain; but why compare? I'm wife! Stop

ere.

audience: poetry haters. but beware: she's a gateway drug.

what’s to love: her complete works, youll want to hang
onto this volume for all time.

roetry 4+ verse
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Emily Dickinson

American
1830 - 18t

Emily Dickinson was born into a prominent Massachusetts
family. She left home for studies only to return and live the
remainder of her life in near seclusion. She was known b
locals for her preference for white clothing and self-isolation.
1,800 of her é)ﬂems survive, with fewer than a dozen havin
been published in her lifetime. She’s now considered one of the
greatest poets of all time, in any language.

It's been hypothesized based on Dickinson’s numerous
dedications to Susan Huntington (her sister-in-law and close
neighbor), and over three hundred letters she wrote to her,

that the two women had a deeper relationship than mi%ht’ve
been socially acceptable at the time: “Susie, will you indeed
come home next Saturday, and be my own again, and kiss me ...
I hope for you so much, and feel so eager for you, feel that I
cannot wait, feel that now I must have you—that the
expectation once more to see your face again, makes me feel
hot and feverish, and my heart beats so fast .. my darling, so
near I seem to you, that I disdain this pen, and wait for a
warmer language.

Dickinson carefully edited her poems and later in life,
assembled clean, meticulously assembled bound manuscript
books containing nearly eight hundred of her poems. The
were only discovered by her younger sister upon her death,
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teaser: I feel most colored when I'm thrown against a
sharp white background.... or I feel sharp white.... or
colored against.

audience: black poets; students of poetry.

what's to love: good stuff. read it for lyrical insight into
the everyday experiences of one black american. magical.

roetry 4+ verse
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Morgan Parker

American
1987 -

Morgan Parker is a poet and novelist who has published
three books of poetry and one novel for young adults.
She’s the recipient of a Pushcart Prize and a literature
fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Parker earned her bachelor’s from Columbia University,

and an MFA in poetry from New York University. She

was born and raised 1n southern California, where she
currently resides and writes full time.
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teaser: And so I caught you by the scruff of the neck at
the seashore while you roused your quivers arrows to
wound me and I saw on the ground your flowered May
crown. I gutted your abdomen and found a trap door: sex.

audience: argentinian-americans of italian-swiss descent;
lovers of erotic feminist poetry.

what’s to love: this bilingual edition is a special treat.
contains the wonderful original Spanish and a very able
English translation.

roetry 4+ verse

Alfonsina_ St_orni

W

Argentine (Italian-Swiss ancestry; b. Switzerliand)
1892 - 1938

Alfonsina Storni was a modernist poet who achieved notoriety
and acclaim as a singular voice in Argentine literature, earning
the first Municipal Poetry Prize and the country’s second
awarded National Literature Prize, which cemented her
reputation in her homeland.

Born in Switzerland, her family relocated to Switzerland where

her father, previously a brewer and tavern owner, died when she

was still a teenager. She left school to earn money in a factory,
and later joined a traveling theatre company as a dancer.

Upon return, she settled down in Buenos Aires and taught to
earn money while pursuing a career in newspaper journalism.
She rose to become one of the first women to earn success in

literature and theater, which were heavily dominated b¥| men in
Argentina. Her writing style defied classification, and she broke
new ground by incorporating eroticism and feminist themes
into her work.

Her final volume published before her death, Mascarilla y trebol
(Mask and Clover), finds Storni at the heiF}lts of her creative
powers, where she introduces the so-called “antisonnet”, poems

that utilize versification of traditional sonnets but don't
faithfully follow the mandated rhyming scheme.
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teaser: summer in the mind, God opens his other eye: two
moons in the lake.

audience: gay lovers; poetry lovers: this is an indispensable
volume.

what's to love: shimmers. sustains. and because you must
read 'ode to masturbation.

poetry + verse

Ocean Vuong
(Vwong Quéc Vinh)

American (Vietnamese ancestry)
1588 -

Ocean Vuong is a poet, novelist, and recipient of the T.S Eliot
Prize, a Whiting Award, and the Poetry Foundation’s Ruth
Lilly/Sargent Rosenberg fellowship (2014). from the Poetry

Foundation, a 2016 Whiting Award, and the 2017 T.S. Eliot Prize
for his poetry. His debut novel, On Earth We're Brief]
Gorgeous, was named a top ten book of the year by The
Washington Post, and in the same year he was announced as a
winner of the MacArthur Foundation ‘genius grant’ (2019).

Vuong was born in Ho Chi Minh City on a rice farm in Vietnam.
After spending a year in a refugee camp in the Philippines, his
family immigrated to Connecticut when he was eleven.

He completed his studies at Brooklyn College and New York
University, and embarked on his writin%‘ career in poetry,
ublishing pieces in such publications as The New Yorker, The
ew York Times, The New Republic, Guernica, TriQuarterly, and
Boston Review.

He's currently a professor in the writing program at the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst.















